Break-out Engagement Sessions Schedule

Engaging the Spirit:  Celebrating Student Success
2008
9:15 a.m.
Title:  The Gatton Academy:  First Year Lessons, Second Year Expectations
Presenters:  Corey Alderdice and Tim Gott
Location:  Cherry Hall 125
Abstract: As the Gatton Academy of Mathematics and Science in Kentucky moves into its second year of operation, members of the staff will present lessons learned during the program's inaugural year. This session will overview the program's accomplishments, challenges, as well as expectations and plans for the 2008-09 academic year.
Title:  Suggestions for Online Student Success
Presenters:  George Kontos
Location:  Cherry Hall 204
Abstract: The seven principles for good practice in undergraduate education, developed by Arthur Chickering and Zelda Gamson, will be reviewed. The use of technology, especially web-based online technology, to apply these principles in teaching and learning will be examined and an example of such an implementation in an online computer class will be discussed. Limitations of the study and suggestions for future implementations will be also discussed.
Title:  Leading from the Center:  A Reconsideration of General Education
Presenters:  Larry Snyder and Doug McElroy
Location:  Cherry Hall 126
Abstract: This session will be one of first of many faculty forums on the impending review of the general education program at WKU. The forum is intended to provide participants with information about the composition of the General Education Task Force, the goals of the review, and details of the review process. Leaders of the session will look to gain input from the university community about current perceptions of general education, as well as suggestions about possible changes and/or alternative models.
Title: SkyTeach:  Preparing Math and Science Teachers for Kentucky
Presenters:  Scott Bonham, Richard Gelderman and Tony Norman
Location:  Cherry Hall 209
Abstract: SKyTeach is a new partnership between the College of Education and Ogden College of Science for preparing math and science teachers. It is building on existing strengths at WKU to implement the successful UTeach model for math and science teacher preparation, supported by a multi-million dollar grant. In this program all students will have the opportunity to “try out” teaching in a introductory course, engage in teaching in real classrooms, build professional networks, learn in focused professional education courses, and be mentored by experienced math and science teachers. This session will highlight the opportunities and progress of this program.
9:15 a.m.
Title:  Celebrating Students’ Success with their Student Engagement Activities Transcript
Presenters:  Dawn Bolton and Karl Laves
Location:  Cherry Hall 210
Abstract: The Student Engagement Activities Transcript (SEAT) is being launched! Come find out exactly what the SEAT is and how it can be used by faculty and staff at WKU to benefit students. Academic Affairs and Student Affairs are teaming up to celebrate students' success - as evidenced by their SEAT!
Title:  TEAM MATH
Presenters:  Linda Fitzpatrick, Suzanne Britt and Leigh Ann Wells
Location:  Cherry Hall 215
Abstract: TEAM MATH -- Follow Big Red and his TEAM as the students of the Glasgow Regional Center achieve greater success in College Algebra through Teaching and Engagement for Achievement in Mathematics using Modules, Assessment, Tutoring and Homework.
Title:  Students Use Classroom Topics to Produce Brochures with International Emphasis
Presenters:  Rhonda Patterson
Location:  Cherry Hall 220
Abstract: Learn how your students can produce a color, tri-fold brochure on one of the topics discussed throughout your course (regardless of the emphasis area), while addressing the information from the viewpoint of a country other than our own. This provides the students with the opportunity to learn: (1) more details in general about the topic they picked, (2) something specific about another country, and (3) how to use a computer program (of their choice) to produce the brochure. Examples of some brochures will be provided to emphasize the potential of this learning tool.
Title: Community Collaboration:  Spanish Students Translate, Interpret, and Create a Website
Presenters:  Melissa Stewart, Inma Pertusa and Sonia Lenk
Location:  Cherry Hall 221
Abstract: Presenters will share their experiences with three community engagement activities carried out by Spanish students in order to provide a service to the Spanish-speaking community in the region. These activities required students to apply their knowledge of Spanish language and Hispanic cultures to solve authentic problems and move beyond the framework of the classroom to connect with the larger community. In one project students also used technology to create a web resource. Presenters will discuss planning and coordinating the activities with community contacts, student involvement and reflections, and demonstrate the use of wikispace.com to create the on-line resource.
Title:  Getting Your Freak On:  Freakonomics in the First-Year Classroom
Presenters:  Sharon Buzzard, Nathan Phelps, Sara McCaslin, Paula Trafton, Cortney Basham and Sylvia Pulliam
Location:  Cherry Hall 239
Abstract: In the fall of 2007, the full time faculty in University Experience (UE) used Freakonomics, a book chosen by the common reading committee, in their classes with great success. This panel will discuss the benefits of “thinking Freakonomically” as it intersects with critical thinking. It is intended for any who might be interested in using Freakonomics in classes, particularly through an intersection with critical thinking methodology. Individual panel members will discuss classroom strategies as well as student reactions to reading the book.

10:15 a.m.
Title:  Documenting Engagement Activities Using Digital Measures
Presenters:  Dennis George, Paul Markham, Dawn Bolton and Cheryl Kirby-Stokes
Location:  Cherry Hall 125
Abstract: Many WKU faculty are actively involved in engaging students with the community in a variety of exciting and meaningful ways. It is becoming increasingly important for faculty to document this good work so that it can be appropriately acknowledged in annual activity reports, tenure and promotion documents, and external reports to our various constituencies. Additionally, it’s also important that students record, reflect, and report on the variety of engagement activities in which they are involved and document the learning that has resulted. This session will focus on using Digital Measures, the new campus-wide database, to document and report engagement activities.
Title:  Learning More About Your Students Spells Student Success!
Presenters:  George Kontos
Location:  Cherry Hall 204
Abstract: A tool that measures the computer background of students will be described. The instrument consists of a short survey that collects data, an easy method to analyze the data, and hints on how to interpret the results. The students surveyed were freshmen in a computer class. Suggestions on how to use the survey with face to face students and with online students will be given. Adapting the tool in other than this computer class and limitations of the study will also be discussed. The presentation will conclude with suggestions for future research.
Title:  A Retention Initiative Designed to Help Academically Underprepared Students Succeed in College
Presenters:  Ellen Bonaguro and Tuesdi Helbig
Location:  Cherry Hall 126
Abstract: Many students today enter colleges academically underprepared. In addition to developmental coursework, some colleges are offering different programs that help these students stay in school and be successful. This presentation describes a retention program targeted at 300 academically underprepared first year students. Participants in the program must attend : Group meetings, three Peer Intrusive Advising appointments/ semester, attendance at two Academic Advantage Series: Workshops for Success, four hours of study hall/week, the fall semester Majors Fair, and use of The Learning Center Tutoring Program. Session participants will be provided materials describing the program components in order to replicate the program at their own colleges. Data analysis consists of comparisons between the participants and non-participants as well as the best predictors of academic success.
Title:  SKyTeach SMED 101:  Engaging Students with Hands-on Science
Presenters:  Richard Gelderman, Melissa Rudloff, Rico Tyler, Vicki Metzgar, Scott Bonham and Karen Long
Location:  Cherry Hall 209
Abstract:  SKyTeach is a new partnership between the Colleges Education and Science for preparing math and science teachers. One key is the initial one credit-hour course, SMED 101, Introduction to Inquiry-Based Approaches to Teaching. All students are invited to take this course, which will focus on preparing for and then teaching several science and math lessons in elementary schools under the mentoring of experienced K-12 teachers. This session will give participants an understanding of these courses in approach as well as sampling the activities with which SKyTeach students will be engaging children from the community.
10:15 a.m.
Title:  Political Engagement Project:  Preparing Students to be Responsible Citizens
Presenters:  Jenifer Lewis, Saundra Ardrey, Dana Bradley and Cecilia Watkins
Location:  Cherry Hall 210
Abstract: The Political Engagement Project’s (PEP) purpose is to create an environment that promotes participation in our democracy. The project, relevant for ALL students and faculty, focuses on political participation—not just voting. Promoting political engagement as a learning tool allows students and faculty to develop the necessary awareness and skills to be effective and committed citizens of a global society. This is a session for faculty interested in learning about the PEP. The session leaders will share practical ways to include political engagement in every classroom and discuss resources to assist you in preparing students to become responsible citizens.
Title:  I Am a Good Teacher
Presenters:  Jim Fulkerson
Location:  Garrett Auditorium
Abstract: Research has been conducted regarding the learning styles of students, teaching styles of college professors, as well as classroom environments that enhance learning and increase student motivation.
Using the Meyers Briggs Type Indicator, especially the S/N (sensing and intuition) and T/F (thinking and feeling) dichotomies; 9 University Experience Peer Mentors will present a skit depicting 4 “good” teachers (a sensing teacher, intuitive teacher, thinking teacher and feeling teacher) and the reactions 4 students (a sensing student, an intuitive student, a thinking student and a feeling student) have to each teaching style. The purpose of this workshop is not to try to change anyone, but rather help broaden perspectives so that we can appreciate the natural, good differences that exist in each of us, both teacher and student. If we learn to value these natural differences, we can begin to structure the classroom environment to encourage enhanced learning and increase student motivation.
Note: The audience does not have to have a background in Meyers Briggs Types Indicator theory.
Title:  Warren County Blueways:  Student Engagement with Tangible Results
Presenters:  Steve Spencer and Kevin Cary
Location:  Cherry Hall 220
Abstract: This presentation details engagement of students in a Blueways trail system for motorized and non-motorized watercraft. The goal was active participation of students in completing a practical, valued project at the local level (think globally, act locally) and should serve as a model for other communities. Multiple forms of government interaction were involved including: state, county, municipal levels. Not-for-profit agencies like the with the American Canoe Association’s Water Trails program were also involved. Project benefits included improved: quality of life, river access, economic development, tourism, and ultimately awareness (bringing the rivers back to the people).
Title:  Effectively Assessing Student Learning Through Project Experiences
Presenters:  Stacy Wilson
Location:  Cherry Hall 221
Abstract: Student engagement is a topic of interest to faculty and staff across campus. Assessing and measuring the effectiveness of the engagement experiences is important to the improvement of the academic experience.  In this presentation, methods of assessing student engagement will be presented. Particularly, the relationship between engagement in program and program performance will be examined.  Also, the relationship among measures of engagement, multiple measures, multiple methods will be analyzed.
10:15 a.m.
Title:  Technology Enhanced Learning
Presenters:  Leyla Zhuhadar and Rob Wyatt
Location:  Cherry Hall 239
Abstract: Western Kentucky University, Office of Distance Learning was created seven years ago to provide online faculty with resources to improve the quality of online courses. As part of this effort, WKU adopted the Tegrity platform (a multimedia platform) that allows online faculty to record online courses, adding an audio/video component to their courses along with other interactive tools. This year, WKU implemented (Tegrity Campus) platform, which allows online faculty not only to record video/audio sessions but also to provide these sessions in podcast/vodcast format for online students automatically. In addition we are going to investigate the usage of Tegrity campus platform by online faculty and student perceptions of Mobile device lectures. A survey will be conducted to investigate the preferred distance lecture delivery mechanism (Recorded & Downloaded Tegrity, iPods, PDAs, Viewing the session on laptops).
12:30 p.m.

Title:  Engaging Non-Traditional Students Across the WKU Campus
Presenters:  Jim Berger, Dennis George and John Bruni
Location:  Cherry Hall 125
Abstract: The purpose of this session to explore the efforts being carried out at Western Kentucky University to support non-traditional students. As Kentucky works toward meeting the goals of Double the Numbers by 2020, colleges and universities are seeking ways to increase enrollment of non-traditional learners (25-years or older) from 3.6% to 4.5% (Council on Postsecondary Education, 2008). Various WKU organizations will share their experiences and advice regarding recruiting, retaining, and matriculating non-traditional students. Participants of this session will leave with a greater understanding of characteristics of non-traditional learners, how WKU can engage their life experiences in coursework, and ways WKU is accommodating their needs.
Title:  Students Preventing Student Suicide
Presenters:  Karl Laves
Location:  Cherry Hall 204
Abstract: Suicide is the second leading cause of death for college students and continues to be surrounded by stigma and myth. By partnering with a nationally recognized suicide prevention campaign, this department has provided suicide awareness and intervention training sessions that provide a way for students to apply their knowledge to real world problems and to be prepared to respond appropriately to an issue that affects the well being of everyone in the community (learning outcomes one and three of the WKU QEP). Using a brief overview, then turning to open discussion, the presenter(s) will share how those in attendance can use these training sessions within their own curriculum to enhance student learning.
Title:  LIFE as an International Student
Presenters:  Bethany Ore and Jennifer Dickey
Location:  Cherry Hall 126
Abstract: Have you ever wondered how International Students actually get here or how to better serve their needs? Come join the Office of international Student & Scholar Services in a game of “LIFE as an International Student.” During this session participants will actually play a game designed to help new international students and the WKU Community to understand the various obstacles and rewards of being an international student. Presenters will also share why “LIFE as an International Student” was designed and how the game concept could be used in other subject areas.
Title:  Celebrating Student Success in Service-Learning
Presenters:  Cheryl Kirby-Stokes, Paul Markham and Leah Ashwill
Location:  Cherry Hall 209
Abstract: The purpose of the session will be to discuss how students have successfully participated in course-based service-learning projects. The session will feature representatives from local non-profit organizations, faculty, and students who will elaborate on how students have successfully connected with community partners to implement meaningful service projects. Attention will also be given to the ways in which student participation outside the classroom has led to increased career and development opportunities. Materials on how to begin a service-learning partnership will be available for faculty and staff, as well as potential service-learning project proposals from local community partners.
12:30 p.m.
Title:  Successful Students Encouraging Student Success:  Tutoring at The Learning Center
Presenters:  Sean McCray
Location:  Cherry Hall 210
Abstract: The Learning Center employs 25 successful students—all who have GPAs above 3.0 and who demonstrate the ability and desire to help other students—that tutor in over 100 general education academic subjects and assist students in skill areas like conversational English, note taking methods, effective study techniques, and test preparation. Additionally, some of these students conduct weekly Peer Assisted Study Sessions for groups as large as 80 for high enrollment, historically difficult courses such as Biology 131 and Astronomy 104. These students are excellent examples of student success engendering and encouraging further student success on campus.
Title:  Student Practicum Experiences in Leadership Studies Enhancing Leadership Engagement
Presenters:  John Baker, Cecile Garmon and Cindy Ehresman
Location:  Cherry Hall 215
Abstract: Students earning a Certificate in Leadership Studies must complete a practicum that allows students to apply knowledge gained in classroom studies. A leadership practicum is not specific to any academic discipline or activity and the context varies, but it must place a student in a leadership position. Leadership practica occur at both the undergraduate and graduate levels and serve as the capstone course for the Certificate in Leadership Studies. This session describes the practicum process, highlights several practica, and discusses future proposed modifications to enhance the student’s experiential learning.
Title:  Using a PSA Video Research Project (VRP) to Document Student Understanding
Presenters:  Kathleen Matthew and Lee Ann Smith
Location:  Cherry Hall 104
Abstract: During this presentation, you will view and assess student-made video research projects, one from an education class taught on the Main Campus and one from a science class taught on the Glasgow Campus. As a participant, you will experience how the projects were introduced, created and assessed, and you'll see how easy creating and editing a short video can be. As educators, we sometimes avoid technology like it is an electric fence, but our students seem to have technology hardwired into their genes; thus, projects like this have a broad appeal.
Title:  Engaging Students with Clickers
Presenters:  Brian Taylor
Location:  Cherry Hall 221
Abstract: Clickers are a technology for interaction in the classroom, where an instructor presents questions on the screen, and each student responds using a small remote device. The clicker software allows you to engage participants, assess learning, gather data, and enhance presentations. This presentation will provide practical information about ordering clickers through the Bookstore, installing a receiver and software, learning how to use the software, and discovering the best practices for teaching with clickers.
Title:  Using Cooperative Learning Techniques:  Active Learning for a Student-Centered Classroom
Presenters:  Dawn Hall and Tim Brotherton
Location:  Cherry Hall 239
Abstract: Our session will focus on creating and facilitating an active classroom environment by using current cooperative learning techniques. This interactive workshop will offer practical teaching activities for pairs to larger groups, resources for further research, and an opportunity to share participant’s active learning ideas. Cooperative learning teaching activities and ideas will include: pair-groups, blackboard team discussions, student presentations/projects, student led discussion groups and leadership opportunities.
1:30 p.m.
Title:  Student Teachers’ Performance on Kentucky Teacher Standards:  Assessment Results
Presenters:  Tony Norman and Tabitha Daniel
Location:  Cherry Hall 125
Abstract: To assess student teachers’ performance on Kentucky Teacher Standards, WKU teacher preparation programs are collecting data using two performance-based measures: the Teacher Work Sample and the Student Teacher Evaluation. The Teacher Work Sample (TWS), scored by WKU faculty, measures the ability to plan, deliver, and assess standards-based instruction. The Student Teacher Evaluation, an observation-based instrument completed jointly by the university supervisor and cooperating teacher(s), measures teaching performance. Results from these two measures are reported and discussed as they relate to demonstrating “students’ capacity to apply knowledge and training.”
Title:  National Scholarships:  Where Opportunity Meets Preparation
Presenters:  Amy Eckhardt
Location:  Cherry Hall 204
Abstract: An overview of the major nationally competitive scholarships for undergraduate and post-graduate study in the US and abroad will be provided. I will discuss the role that scholarships play in the education of the individual student and for the university at large. Additionally, I will suggest different profiles of competitive applicants for these scholarships and identify how the whole undergraduate education process (teaching, advising, co-curricular activities, study abroad, etc.) supports and is in turn supported by the process of applying for nationally competitive scholarships.
Title:  Respecting Diversity in Disabled Students at WKU
Presenters:  David Coffey, Matt Davis, Debbie Ward, Trish Steelman, Carolyn Boards and Elizabeth Bruffey
Location:  Cherry Hall 126
Abstract: Disabled students, unless physically handicapped, are a sometimes forgotten minority in society. This sesson will address: the diversity of students serviced by the Office of Student Disabilty Services, services offered to them, legal ramifications of accommodating disabled students, and ways faculty and staff can collaborate with SDS for better student engagement. A profile of WKU SDS students, legalities of the Letter of Accommodation presented to by SDS students to faculty, and practical solutions to SDS needs in advising, instruction and engagement will be discussed.
Title:  SEXI Arguments:  A Paradigm for Critical Thinking
Presenters:  Lee Ann Smith
Location:  Cherry Hall 209
Abstract: During the critical thinking workshops, educators were introduced to SEXI arguments as an instructional tool. SEXI is an acronym for writing assignments that include: Statement, Elaborate, eXample, and Illustration. In a SEXI argument, students are encouraged to connect fundamental course concepts to real-world examples using illustrations, metaphors, or analogies. In the presentation, I will model how SEXI arguments are introduced, provide examples of students’ works, and reveal feedback from my students.
1:30 p.m.

Title:  Enhancing Student Engagement:  The $100 Solution
Presenters:  Ron Ramsing, Bernie Strenecky, Daniel Carter, Becky Tabor and Mary Kovar
Location:  Cherry Hall 210
Abstract: Universities across the nation are recognizing that civic engagement is an essential component of the university experience. The benefits of student engagement may have lasting positive social implications for students, communities, and service organizations. The $100 Solution is an effective method for enhancing student engagement and an understanding of social issues facing domestic and international communities. Participants in this session will learn about the history, philosophy, and spirit of the $100 Solution; receive a rich description of the process for adopting and implementing the $100 Solution; and, will discuss applying the $100 Solution for use in any discipline.
Title:  Cultural Engagement Activities in a General Education Course
Presenters:  Jill Brown
Location:  Cherry Hall 215
Abstract: Cultural engagement activities can be introduced in general education courses due to diverse ideas and values all over the world regarding different disciplines. Activities can be done within one class session that promote understanding of the subject matter in a worldwide scope. Short writing assignments can focus on the research and learning processes regarding cultural diversity. Public awareness activities toward the end of the semester culminate many of the learning objectives from throughout the semester and give students an opportunity to share gained cultural knowledge with others in the university setting.
Title:  DISCOVER:  A Tool for Early Planning, Engagement and Successful Transition
Presenters:  Becky Bennett and Kenyetta Martin
Location:  Cherry Hall 220
Abstract: The DISCOVER Career Planning Program can be accessed by any student who has expressed an interest in attending WKU and been assigned a WKU ID. This program engages individuals in early identification of an academic major and related career and occupational interests. Results of the three inventories incorporated within the program serve as a “springboard” for discussion about goal-setting, skill development, academic course alignment, and PLANNING FOR SUCCESS during and beyond the college experience!
Title:  Legislative Day:  A Successful Student Engagement Activity
Presenters:  Eve Main and Susan Jones
Location:  Cherry Hall 221
Abstract: Nurses must understand the political/legislative process and acquire necessary skills to interact with legislators to influence change for both nursing and the people they serve. Towards this goal, Post RN BSN and MSN graduating students attended Legislative Day in Frankfort, KY along with over 500 other Kentucky nursing students. Faculty will discuss the challenges/rewards of developing and coordinating this activity while students will discuss the learning outcomes resulting from their participation. This workshop will allow attending faculty members to explore future opportunities for student engagement. Faculty who embrace student engagement and desire to learn of positive learning outcomes should attend.
1:30 p.m.
Title:  Web Page Development:  A Student Project that Involves the Community
Presenters:  George Kontos
Location:  Cherry Hall 239
Abstract: A community project is described. In this project, students in a web page development class were asked to contact local businesses in an effort to plan and create web sites (collections of web pages) that would benefit these businesses. This project is clearly beneficial to the local businesses contacted. It is also beneficial to the students, because it gives them the opportunity to gain valuable experience to make contacts. In addition, students can use the experience to boost their professional vita. 
This session’s audience should understand the basics of web pages and have a genuine interest in developing them.
