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Freshman Seminar, Fall 2002
UC 101-001      
8:15-9:05 am TR
       TCNW 301

Instructor:
Mrs. A. Brooks




Office Hours:


TCNW 307; office:  745-6239


9:00-10:00 am  &  11:05 am-12:00 pm MWF
home: 782-6092 (no calls after 9:00 pm)   
9:15-10:45 am TR  

ajab@apex.net or amanda.brooks@wku.edu
   If these hours will not work with your schedule, let me know and we will make other arrangements.
Course Description: 

The Freshman Seminar course is designed primarily to assist students in applying strategies for college success.  These strategies include but are not limited to:  using technology and library resources for processing and retrieving information; planning and using time more efficiently; developing academic skills in note taking, studying and test taking; enhancing critical thinking and problem solving; developing networking and communication skills; encouraging campus involvement; and promoting personal wellness, money management, and relationships.

Text:
Albom, Mitch; Tuesdays with Morrie.  Doubleday, New York.  1997.

Can be found at the campus bookstore.

WKU Catalog 2001-2003 - you should have received this upon admission or registration at OAR.

If you need a Catalog, go to the Office of the Dean of Student Life in Potter Hall.

Abacus or daily/monthly planner of your choice.

Student Expectations and Requirements:


· Perfect attendance is expected of all students.  The course is designed to help you achieve your goals while you are in college.  It is hard to get help, ask questions, or get to know people if you are not in class!  Please let me know ahead of time if you are going to be absent (a message on voice or e-mail is fine).  For every unexcused absence, students will lose 5 percentage points from their final grade.  (Everyone starts with 100%, if you meet all requirements and have one unexcused absence, your grade would be 95%, two unexcused absences-90%, and so on.)

Your positive participation in class discussions and other assignments tells me you are engaged in the class.  This means please choose to participate in class discussions without directly being called upon.  Please feel free to ask questions, voice opinions, and share ideas and success methods with the class.  Class participation will be evaluated after each class meeting.

· Complete all course assignments and assessments.  Some assignments will be as simple as writing a journal entry on the day’s activities, others could involve presenting information to the class, or attending a required activity.  Course work will be graded individually as to the type of assignment and amount of work involved.  Each entry will count as approximately 5% of your overall course grade.

· Complete Library Media Education (LME) requirements.  Counts as 25% of overall course grade.

· Participate in and journal on three (3) different Student Enrichment Activities available on campus.  These include but are not limited to: sporting events, lectures, plays, recitals, concerts, academic club meetings, etc.  Each activity counts as approximately 5% of your overall course grade.  

· Participate in the “outside the classroom” activities that our section of UC 101 will plan.  In the past we have:  attended a movie, gone out to eat, and given presentations at a local elementary school.  Each of these activities will count as approximately 5% of your overall course grade.

· Interview a teacher in your major or minor field of study.  Pick someone that you admire or just want to know more about.  Please do not pick someone you already “know”.  This assignment will be due sometime ½ to ¾ of the way through the semester.  I don’t want you interviewing a teacher before you really “know” all of them a bit better, then you can make a better decision about who to interview!  Will count as approximately 10% of your overall course grade.

Other Thoughts:
Other activities we will schedule throughout the semester include a trip to the Career Service Center (before the end of October) a speaker from Health Services, a trip to the Counseling Services Center (possibly a required “on your own activity”), possibly a trip to the University President’s house, and/or other activities that are decided on as a class.  Additional topics used for filling in the blanks below will be:  budgeting money, relationships, and others determined by students and the survey results from the first day of class.  In addition we will have discussions on Tuesdays with Morrie, watch an interview with the real Morrie, and watch the movie, Tuesdays with Morrie.

Very Tentative Course Outline:
Week of:


Activities/Topics to be covered:
8-20, 22   


ice-breakers, city of BG, WKU info., survey

8-27, 29


time management

Labor Day, 9-3, 5 

goal setting, “Who am I”


9-10, 12


(1st Library meeting (9-10) (meet.....), 

9-17, 19


Tuesdays With Morrie book discussion and “live” interview

9-24, 26


Tuesdays With Morrie movie

10-1, Fall Break

dine together?

10-8, 10


KY Building tour (10-8), relationships

10-15, 17


general ed. & degree program requirements speaker, career svc.

10-22, 24 


budgeting your money-“renting a house”

10-29, 10-31

counseling center tour?, what to do with chemistry?

11-5, 7


*preparation for “Thanksgiving” activities at elementary school*

11-12, 14


*continue preparation for elementary school activities*

11-19, 21


*final preparation, at elem. school (11-21)*

11-26, Thanksgiving 
*at elem. school (11-26)*



12-3, 5


movie or dine again together?, 

12-10 thru 12-14

FINAL  EXAM  WEEK






( For questions regarding the library media (LME) portion of the course call -6103.

*Last semester students chose to do “Thanksgiving” and science activities with K-3 students at a local elementary school for their service project.  This activity was a huge success for all involved.  I would like to see this project continue this year.  If chosen, these 3 ½  weeks would be used for the activity.
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