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Gaines lecture panel to focus on December tornadoes

By JOHN REECER jreecer@bgdailynews.com
Mar 29, 2022

Local firefighters, EMS and first responders check for survivors trapped in ho
Avenue after an EF-3 tornado with estimated 120 mph wind speeds tore throt
11, 2021. (Grace Ramey/photo@bgdailynews.com)

Grace Ramey

In its return from a two-year COVID-19 hiatus, the Western
Kentucky University School of Media’s 2022 John B. Gaines
Family Lecture Series will feature local and national
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journalists for a discussion centered on the December
tornadoes.

This year’s roundtable, “When Disaster Strikes,” will focus on
how journalists from various outlets reported on the storm
and their efforts to highlight the struggles people face while
rebuilding.

Find Your New Aviator Frames

Jonathan Adams, WKU School of Media professional-in-
residence and event organizer, said the panel discussion
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Thursday will aim to emphasize the
importance of community journalism.

“It’s about having a community discussion about what took
place, but also the realization that the story isn’t over,” Adams
said. “The power of community journalism tells us what is still
going on.
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Find Your New Aviator Frames

“It’'s a look back on the struggles that took place, and what
went into telling those stories,” he said. “We don’t realize how
important it (community journalism) is. We were looking for

an authority to give us clear information.”

The late John B. Gaines was president of the Daily News. The
newspaper is still owned, and the lecture series is sponsored,
by the Gaines family.

Representing local reporting on the disaster will be Daily
News photojournalist Grace Ramey, whose neighborhood was
struck by the storm.

Ramey immediately went out into the darkness to document
the devastation as emergency workers showed up searching
for survivors in the rubble left behind.
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She continues to tell the story of recovery for the Daily News
as her community tries to rebuild.
> X

Paducah’s WPSD-NBC chief meteorologist Trent Okerson will
represent the statewide coverage on the tornadoes.

Okerson had been tracking the weather system days before it
formed into the historic storm. He was broadcasting live as the
storm made its way across his region, hitting surrounding

communities.

https://www.bgdailynews.com/news/gaines-lecture-panel-to-focus-on...ember-tornadoes/article_04e44752-c8ce-5c58-8160-87a690ea91cd.html Page 4 of 8


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUtnxJftCYt_oCM3fBIrlg4AEw8iHp2mL_dGTmQ-Wgs2FiBYQASDclPUBYMm-0oj8o4QXoAHQppC2AsgBCagDAcgDywSqBOgCT9D0tiPD6KjWHsyDyuCnTOsnJEPZDOIDtxofhHdFq86bg825yAAFz6bt2gKHNYavysjF4jCpGOgRZ8RM1TMANa3wOubuctjGrDkO1VucSrbbga8B8tIg-742o8Fn4uSsT1TVNmWkLsHUf0Y5uRvwiaPeSHBnLw8p-fbZnQS-SInenaO2bP-5JQqi298azqRB7TSR_t51Hlurq0ydxV3r7iM2k2JKTcCPjlFkU0PKy9dcZRGwH-nNTgwSvGy0Zga1wf36L1Y-kwBQDwluOwkbybxlCmD9KNHR7gNwruWaSyV-Y0oa4BLGJ32iv0Xrtq8EZ8xvBpAG9Rr3zmmZfDTXf6IHE28lWeN--eK0ULVB79WFqFd361SwfVAxrcPRHBklhUyE3dkoe1TgzDL80g90jTWATCh0areFz_P-ruWGnwWpIfIeLTcoGk9YAyfCKa1IfP62D6rbUckfXKpsdogeTpAT1CGbHrO9wASKlKaE-AP6BQYIJRABGACgBi6AB73vidcBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIAdIIBwiIYRABGB-ACgGQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHYEwzQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJ-RotzM3iS2CpiyDCvJNtwjbgrpJUgBVc7mpf0Td2jM_v7YZe6YC6A&sig=AOD64_2oCdIrVs4T3ZuVN67MnAOUROuk2w&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=19&adurl=https://www.eyebuydirect.com/eyeglasses/frames/indian-creek-blue-s-13073?channel=cpc&source=google&matchtype=&kw=&adid=575213619285&addisttype=d&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIn4-u5ajr9gIVzS8BCh2K8gBAEAEYASABEgIzhvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CUtnxJftCYt_oCM3fBIrlg4AEw8iHp2mL_dGTmQ-Wgs2FiBYQASDclPUBYMm-0oj8o4QXoAHQppC2AsgBCagDAcgDywSqBOgCT9D0tiPD6KjWHsyDyuCnTOsnJEPZDOIDtxofhHdFq86bg825yAAFz6bt2gKHNYavysjF4jCpGOgRZ8RM1TMANa3wOubuctjGrDkO1VucSrbbga8B8tIg-742o8Fn4uSsT1TVNmWkLsHUf0Y5uRvwiaPeSHBnLw8p-fbZnQS-SInenaO2bP-5JQqi298azqRB7TSR_t51Hlurq0ydxV3r7iM2k2JKTcCPjlFkU0PKy9dcZRGwH-nNTgwSvGy0Zga1wf36L1Y-kwBQDwluOwkbybxlCmD9KNHR7gNwruWaSyV-Y0oa4BLGJ32iv0Xrtq8EZ8xvBpAG9Rr3zmmZfDTXf6IHE28lWeN--eK0ULVB79WFqFd361SwfVAxrcPRHBklhUyE3dkoe1TgzDL80g90jTWATCh0areFz_P-ruWGnwWpIfIeLTcoGk9YAyfCKa1IfP62D6rbUckfXKpsdogeTpAT1CGbHrO9wASKlKaE-AP6BQYIJRABGACgBi6AB73vidcBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIAdIIBwiIYRABGB-ACgGQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHYEwzQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJ-RotzM3iS2CpiyDCvJNtwjbgrpJUgBVc7mpf0Td2jM_v7YZe6YC6A&sig=AOD64_2oCdIrVs4T3ZuVN67MnAOUROuk2w&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=9&adurl=https://www.eyebuydirect.com/eyeglasses/frames/indian-creek-blue-s-13073?channel=cpc&source=google&matchtype=&kw=&adid=575213619285&addisttype=d&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIn4-u5ajr9gIVzS8BCh2K8gBAEAEYASABEgIzhvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CrXuOJftCYt_oCM3fBIrlg4AEw8iHp2mL_dGTmQ-Wgs2FiBYQASDclPUBYMm-0oj8o4QXoAHQppC2AsgBCagDAcgDywSqBOgCT9D0tiPD6KjWHsyDyuCnTOsnJEPZDOIDtxofhHdFq86bg825yAAFz6bt2gKHNYavysjF4jCpGOgRZ8RM1TMANa3wOubuctjGrDkO1VucSrbbga8B8tIg-742o8Fn4uSsT1TVNmWkLsHUf0Y5uRvwiaPeSHBnLw8p-fbZnQS-SInenaO2bP-5JQqi298azqRB7TSR_t51Hlurq0ydxV3r7iM2k2JKTcCPjlFkU0PKy9dcZRGwH-nNTgwSvGy0Zga1wf36L1Y-kwBQDwluOwkbybxlCmD9KNHR7gNwruWaSyV-Y0oa4BLGJ32iv0Xrtq8EZ8xvBpAG9Rr3zmmZfDTXf6IHE28lWeN--eK0ULVB79WFqFd361SwfVAxrcPRHBklhUyE3dkoe1TgzDL80g90jTWATCh0areFz_P-ruWGnwWpIfIeLTcoGk9YAyfCKa1IfP62D6rbUckfXKpsdogeTpAT1CGbHrO9wASKlKaE-AP6BQYIJRABGAGgBi6AB73vidcBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIAtIIBwiIYRABGB-ACgGQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHYEwzQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJ-RotzM3iS2CpiyDCvJNtwjbgrpJUgBVc7mpf0Td2jM_v7YZe6YC6A&sig=AOD64_0r5_dzVcH_1Y3dyPL2c261T0jD7w&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=9&adurl=https://www.eyebuydirect.com/eyeglasses/frames/nagoya-black-silver-l-23635?channel=cpc&source=google&matchtype=&kw=&adid=575213619285&addisttype=d&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIn4-u5ajr9gIVzS8BCh2K8gBAEAEYASACEgJHDvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CIyNIJftCYt_oCM3fBIrlg4AEw8iHp2mL_dGTmQ-Wgs2FiBYQASDclPUBYMm-0oj8o4QXoAHQppC2AsgBCagDAcgDywSqBOgCT9D0tiPD6KjWHsyDyuCnTOsnJEPZDOIDtxofhHdFq86bg825yAAFz6bt2gKHNYavysjF4jCpGOgRZ8RM1TMANa3wOubuctjGrDkO1VucSrbbga8B8tIg-742o8Fn4uSsT1TVNmWkLsHUf0Y5uRvwiaPeSHBnLw8p-fbZnQS-SInenaO2bP-5JQqi298azqRB7TSR_t51Hlurq0ydxV3r7iM2k2JKTcCPjlFkU0PKy9dcZRGwH-nNTgwSvGy0Zga1wf36L1Y-kwBQDwluOwkbybxlCmD9KNHR7gNwruWaSyV-Y0oa4BLGJ32iv0Xrtq8EZ8xvBpAG9Rr3zmmZfDTXf6IHE28lWeN--eK0ULVB79WFqFd361SwfVAxrcPRHBklhUyE3dkoe1TgzDL80g90jTWATCh0areFz_P-ruWGnwWpIfIeLTcoGk9YAyfCKa1IfP62D6rbUckfXKpsdogeTpAT1CGbHrO9wASKlKaE-AP6BQYIJRABGAKgBi6AB73vidcBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIA9IIBwiIYRABGB-ACgGQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHYEwzQFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJ-RotzM3iS2CpiyDCvJNtwjbgrpJUgBVc7mpf0Td2jM_v7YZe6YC6A&sig=AOD64_0oKUAG30r-uNEMpG6tHlB8fA3crg&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=9&adurl=https://www.eyebuydirect.com/eyeglasses/frames/sutherlin-tortoise-m-11889?channel=cpc&source=google&matchtype=&kw=&adid=575213619285&addisttype=d&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIn4-u5ajr9gIVzS8BCh2K8gBAEAEYASADEgK7APD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CaM_mJftCYvHtCKP-BMzGkPgHwOyAgmD467zj_gxkEAEg3JT1AWDJvtKI_KOEF6ABuquV0QPIAQmoAwHIA8sEqgT3Ak_Q6dlB-Oh-QADorZtS5Bo3qQQZj3Ls5oNf9eYbQvNCFNbW6RqlN8ukonHX5Y9LvIfPFV75LZ3TWHDFjyvO-Ri9dC2mODrLH5bR64YmmpgaIADvCKu-vhMuPEQ_r-EdAJZwIRAw5dTHIC2wk2uYuRRlFYsZkk6v26LCG5XRH5alQuMumtfWnX2mSJRkx5FcQeoDrapS9-XIbfrH_7RIi5s3H21tgwsjwNb9wBYttMlM2eWMhdZXf-iAeynBlY5PeNv97Vi-KXMxGTLnVLsnSw2YuD-Zvbh_DraVdFoYW3lYffrCsu1SQNhbK5KVMXKIoc0wb7UnWjjJE8RWpKGKRJjXQgll0ZpNMim53W_fbHvlDp7WZdH5FMfq0dhXWSq7c3MrweMdM6Vp2_n_GIvO78xa6Ehjr_0m1UcxQMGVb7ptVCG06S-jptrNqYiXL6WV2YM8uRQELSO6bE4feDVTigela2ypHDBrvtqvnB2E-yg7429jlKUzoMAExJDy-bYDwAUF-gUGCCUQARgAoAYugAeu1OouqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIAdIIBwiIYRABGB-ACgGQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHgEpqu_-Kk15KIbtgTDtAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJ-RoQIg2eNL26f-QuVZhTTQ2cN8yrhmCNKd42ripN7eoE4qrO_PAJQ&sig=AOD64_0ZefOw7MoLGcQLYYF9ISk2Cg6RSA&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=19&adurl=https://hscoffeeroasters.com/products/guatemala-huehuetenango?variant=35559316615&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&utm_campaign=gs-2020-11-04&utm_source=google&utm_medium=smart_campaign&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsZSu5ajr9gIVIz8BCh1MIwR_EAEYASABEgLXnPD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CaM_mJftCYvHtCKP-BMzGkPgHwOyAgmD467zj_gxkEAEg3JT1AWDJvtKI_KOEF6ABuquV0QPIAQmoAwHIA8sEqgT3Ak_Q6dlB-Oh-QADorZtS5Bo3qQQZj3Ls5oNf9eYbQvNCFNbW6RqlN8ukonHX5Y9LvIfPFV75LZ3TWHDFjyvO-Ri9dC2mODrLH5bR64YmmpgaIADvCKu-vhMuPEQ_r-EdAJZwIRAw5dTHIC2wk2uYuRRlFYsZkk6v26LCG5XRH5alQuMumtfWnX2mSJRkx5FcQeoDrapS9-XIbfrH_7RIi5s3H21tgwsjwNb9wBYttMlM2eWMhdZXf-iAeynBlY5PeNv97Vi-KXMxGTLnVLsnSw2YuD-Zvbh_DraVdFoYW3lYffrCsu1SQNhbK5KVMXKIoc0wb7UnWjjJE8RWpKGKRJjXQgll0ZpNMim53W_fbHvlDp7WZdH5FMfq0dhXWSq7c3MrweMdM6Vp2_n_GIvO78xa6Ehjr_0m1UcxQMGVb7ptVCG06S-jptrNqYiXL6WV2YM8uRQELSO6bE4feDVTigela2ypHDBrvtqvnB2E-yg7429jlKUzoMAExJDy-bYDwAUF-gUGCCUQARgAoAYugAeu1OouqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIAdIIBwiIYRABGB-ACgGQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHgEpqu_-Kk15KIbtgTDtAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJ-RoQIg2eNL26f-QuVZhTTQ2cN8yrhmCNKd42ripN7eoE4qrO_PAJQ&sig=AOD64_0ZefOw7MoLGcQLYYF9ISk2Cg6RSA&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=9&adurl=https://hscoffeeroasters.com/products/guatemala-huehuetenango?variant=35559316615&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&utm_campaign=gs-2020-11-04&utm_source=google&utm_medium=smart_campaign&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsZSu5ajr9gIVIz8BCh1MIwR_EAEYASABEgLXnPD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C0BKUJftCYvHtCKP-BMzGkPgHwOyAgmD467zj_gxkEAEg3JT1AWDJvtKI_KOEF6ABuquV0QPIAQmoAwHIA8sEqgT3Ak_Q6dlB-Oh-QADorZtS5Bo3qQQZj3Ls5oNf9eYbQvNCFNbW6RqlN8ukonHX5Y9LvIfPFV75LZ3TWHDFjyvO-Ri9dC2mODrLH5bR64YmmpgaIADvCKu-vhMuPEQ_r-EdAJZwIRAw5dTHIC2wk2uYuRRlFYsZkk6v26LCG5XRH5alQuMumtfWnX2mSJRkx5FcQeoDrapS9-XIbfrH_7RIi5s3H21tgwsjwNb9wBYttMlM2eWMhdZXf-iAeynBlY5PeNv97Vi-KXMxGTLnVLsnSw2YuD-Zvbh_DraVdFoYW3lYffrCsu1SQNhbK5KVMXKIoc0wb7UnWjjJE8RWpKGKRJjXQgll0ZpNMim53W_fbHvlDp7WZdH5FMfq0dhXWSq7c3MrweMdM6Vp2_n_GIvO78xa6Ehjr_0m1UcxQMGVb7ptVCG06S-jptrNqYiXL6WV2YM8uRQELSO6bE4feDVTigela2ypHDBrvtqvnB2E-yg7429jlKUzoMAExJDy-bYDwAUF-gUGCCUQARgBoAYugAeu1OouqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIAtIIBwiIYRABGB-ACgGQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHgEquQ_fCgr8e9hgHYEw7QFQH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJ-RoQIg2eNL26f-QuVZhTTQ2cN8yrhmCNKd42ripN7eoE4qrO_PAJQ&sig=AOD64_3JNmetj8OYrw8xYOy1ehEFClwstg&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=9&adurl=https://hscoffeeroasters.com/products/colombia-finca-el-paraiso-lot-4?variant=39335243186234&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&utm_campaign=gs-2020-11-04&utm_source=google&utm_medium=smart_campaign&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsZSu5ajr9gIVIz8BCh1MIwR_EAEYASACEgINV_D_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Crxi1JftCYvHtCKP-BMzGkPgHwOyAgmD467zj_gxkEAEg3JT1AWDJvtKI_KOEF6ABuquV0QPIAQmoAwHIA8sEqgT3Ak_Q6dlB-Oh-QADorZtS5Bo3qQQZj3Ls5oNf9eYbQvNCFNbW6RqlN8ukonHX5Y9LvIfPFV75LZ3TWHDFjyvO-Ri9dC2mODrLH5bR64YmmpgaIADvCKu-vhMuPEQ_r-EdAJZwIRAw5dTHIC2wk2uYuRRlFYsZkk6v26LCG5XRH5alQuMumtfWnX2mSJRkx5FcQeoDrapS9-XIbfrH_7RIi5s3H21tgwsjwNb9wBYttMlM2eWMhdZXf-iAeynBlY5PeNv97Vi-KXMxGTLnVLsnSw2YuD-Zvbh_DraVdFoYW3lYffrCsu1SQNhbK5KVMXKIoc0wb7UnWjjJE8RWpKGKRJjXQgll0ZpNMim53W_fbHvlDp7WZdH5FMfq0dhXWSq7c3MrweMdM6Vp2_n_GIvO78xa6Ehjr_0m1UcxQMGVb7ptVCG06S-jptrNqYiXL6WV2YM8uRQELSO6bE4feDVTigela2ypHDBrvtqvnB2E-yg7429jlKUzoMAExJDy-bYDwAUF-gUGCCUQARgCoAYugAeu1OouqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgHpr4bqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgH35-xAtgHAMAIA9IIBwiIYRABGB-ACgGQCwOYCwHICwGADAG4DAHgEoGVje3-y_3kN9gTDtAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASJ-RoQIg2eNL26f-QuVZhTTQ2cN8yrhmCNKd42ripN7eoE4qrO_PAJQ&sig=AOD64_02DFsIszf563ZV7cIo_VDTtQPcGw&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-8517826534375552&nb=9&adurl=https://hscoffeeroasters.com/products/sweetwater-blend?variant=10607855687&currency=USD&utm_medium=product_sync&utm_source=google&utm_content=sag_organic&utm_campaign=sag_organic&utm_campaign=gs-2020-11-04&utm_source=google&utm_medium=smart_campaign&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIsZSu5ajr9gIVIz8BCh1MIwR_EAEYASADEgIlhfD_BwE

Gaines lecture panel to focus on December tornadoes | News | bgdailynews.com

2 NEVER
UNDERESTIMATE ),

gL MAN

\
4

WiTH A

JEEF

COTOSEN UPTO 50% OFF

WE FIX THIS ...AND THIS

Bl

v Waterproofing
v Concrete Lifting & Leveling
v/ Foundation Repairs

v~ Humidity & Mald Control

i BASEMENTY

v Humidity & Mold Contral

Judy, Dusti
& Layne Gebers

270.257.6383

& CRAWL SPACE Qunair fronﬁerbasementy.ootﬁ‘ |

Rounding out the panel will be Rick Rojas, a journalist and
Nashville bureau chief for The New York Times, who covers

news throughout the south.

Rojas began reporting from Mayfield the morning after the
storm, helping to inform the national audience on the
destruction left in its wake. Rojas continues to write for a

national audience on communities as they rebuild.
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Alana Watson, local host for “All Things Considered” on WKU
Public Radio, will be moderator for the event.

Adams said one of the main purposes of this year’s panel is to
better connect to the humanity of what transpired on the night
of the storm and its aftermath.

“The thing that woke me up in the middle of the night one
night is that when you drive through Bowling Green and see
the open wounds - it’s hard to understand what people went
through,” Adams said. “We wanted to actually discuss the
process of what the journalists went through as well”

The discussion will be in the Jody Richards Hall auditorium at
WKU. It will be free and open to the public.

Beginning Monday, a photo exhibit titled “A Community
United” will also open to the public and focus on the
devastation of the tornadoes.
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The exhibition will feature 58 images from WKU students,
faculty, alumni and local and regional media taken in the days
after the tornadoes.

The photo exhibit will be on display March 28 to April 22 from
9 am. to 5 p.m. every weekday and 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Sundays
in the Jody Richards Hall atrium.

— Follow reporter John Reecer on Twitter @JReecerBGDN or
visit bgdailynews.com.

— Follow reporter John Reecer on Twitter @JReecerBGDN or visit
bgdailynews.com.

John Reecer
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